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ABSTRACT: One of the most essential needs of every living thing on earth is food. Humans demand that the food 

they eat be of standard quality, freshness, and purity. Food quality is taken care of by the standards set and automation 

implemented in the food processing industry. People are becoming more dietary sensitive today, all over the world. A 

diet that is out of balance can lead to many issues, including weight gain, obesity, diabetes, etc. As a result, various 

systems were created to analyze food images and determine the amount of calories and nutrition they contained. This 

system suggests a practical method for monitoring and controlling patients' and dietitians' daily food intake. The system 

will use images of the food to calculate the nutrition and calories using image processing, segmentation, and 

classification. The suggested system will undoubtedly enhance and simplify the current calorie measurement methods. 

In this study, a food portion recognition system is used to calculate the nutritional and caloric values. The user only 

needs to take a photo of the food in order to identify it, determine the type of food portion, and then classify it using 

support vector machines. To accurately calculate the calorie and the type of energy, we are performing segmentation, 

food portion recognition using skull striping, and classification using support vector machines. 

KEYWORDS: Food Calorie Estimation, Dietary Monitoring, Nutrition Management, Machine Learning, Data 

Analysis, Nutritional Information, Health and Wellness, Algorithm Development, Experimentation, Accuracy 

Assessment, User-Friendly Interface, Cross-Platform Application, Data Integration, Machine Learning Models, Dietary 

Tracking, Health-conscious Living. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Adult obesity has become a major problem. A person is considered obese if the body mass index is greater than 30 

(kg/m2) . While in 2008 more than one in ten of the adult population of the world was obese, in 2012 this number rose 

to one in six adults, which is an alarming growth rate. Recent studies have shown that obese people are more likely to 

develop serious diseases such as hypertension, heart attacks, type diabetes, high cholesterol, breast and colon cancer 

and respiratory diseases. The main cause of obesity is the imbalance of food and energy consumed by people. So, to 

lose weight in a healthy way like and maintain a normal human body weight, you need to measure your daily food 

intake. In fact, all existing treatments for obesity require the patient to record total food intake per day to compare food 

intake with energy expended. But most often, unfortunately, patients have difficulty estimating and measuring the 

amount of food due to denial of the problem, lack of nutritional data, manual recording of these data (which is tiring 

and can forget) and other reasons. 

 

. As such, a semi-automated tracking system to record and measure calories consumed during a meal would not only 

assist patients and dietitians in obesity management, but also provide average calorie data. In fact, several methods of 

measuring food have been developed over the past years. However, most of these systems have disadvantages such as 

difficulty in use or large calculation errors. Also, many of these methods are experimental, not real. In our project, we 

http://www.ijircce.com/


International Journal of Innovative Research in Computer and Communication Engineering 

                                                   | e-ISSN: 2320-9801, p-ISSN: 2320-9798| www.ijircce.com | |Impact Factor: 8.379 | Monthly Peer Reviewed & Referred Journal | 

|| Volume 12, Issue 3, March 2024 || 

| DOI: 10.15680/IJIRCCE.2024.1203108 | 

  

IJIRCCE©2024                                                      |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                    2030 

 

 

propose a personal software device that can measure calorie and food intake using a smartphone or other camera-

equipped mobile device. Our system uses image processing and segmentation to identify food items (ie separate parts 

such as chicken, rice, vegetables, etc., from general food images), measure the serving volume of each food portion and 

calculate nutrition facts. . . for each portion by calculating the weight of each portion from its measured volume and 

comparing it with existing nutrition facts. 

 

Although an initial description of our work is presented, here we extend it by proposing a more accurate measurement 

method to estimate food volume that also works for irregularly shaped foods and evaluate our approach. more nutrients. 

More importantly, the segment function is enriched by adding texture and color, shape and size to the objects. Our 

results show reasonable accuracy in estimating the nutritional value of the foods for which our system is trained. Colors 

and textures are fundamental features of natural images, and play an important role in visual perception. Colors have 

been used over the years to identify, objects. Texture has been one of the most active topics in machine intelligence and 

pattern analysis since the 1950s. Its purpose is to distinguish different patterns in the image by extracting the intensity 

dependence between the pixels and their neighboring pixels, or by obtaining the intensity variance across the pixels.  

Recently, the various characteristics of color and composition have been combined to more accurately measure the 

nutritional value of food. 

 

II. RELATED WORK 

 

The realm of food calorie estimation has witnessed significant advancements, particularly in leveraging technology to 

enhance accuracy and convenience. Various studies have explored the application of machine learning algorithms and 

computer vision techniques in estimating food calories from images, paving the way for innovative solutions in health 

monitoring and dietary management. 

 

In the pursuit of personalized recommendations, the development of effective recommender systems remains crucial. 

Researchers are exploring innovative algorithms and leveraging contextual data to overcome challenges and enhance 

system accuracy. Technologies such as deep learning and social network analysis are being employed to refine 

recommender systems, with interdisciplinary collaborations driving progress in this field. By embracing these 

approaches, businesses can cater to individual preferences effectively, thereby improving customer satisfaction and 

competitiveness. 

 

In the context of food calorie estimation, similar trends are observed, with researchers harnessing technology to 

develop accurate and user-friendly solutions for monitoring dietary intake. By drawing parallels with advancements in 

food ordering systems and recommender systems, researchers can identify strategies for enhancing the efficacy and 

usability of calorie estimation tools, ultimately promoting healthier lifestyles and well-being. 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

We applied algorithm for obtaining the outcome. Two algorithms were created for this, one for testing and the other for 

training. The part of the first trailing algorithm that a specific image was retained after being created in the database 

because it has low or no energies, as indicated by the energy graph. It will be clear that there is a lot of energy present 

in the food if the calories are high and the nutrient level is also high. We are utilising fuzzy c methods to achieve 

segmentation. Following segmentation, recognition is carried out by using skull stripping. This is primarily intended for 

use in detection. Following that, this detection will go on to counter recognition, and we have to stored that image in 

database using that energy graph. 

 

● Flexibility: Agile methodology allows for changes and adaptations to be made throughout the development 

process. This is particularly useful for projects like FooDopedia, where requirements may change or evolve as 

the project progresses. 

● Speed: By breaking down development into smaller cycles, agile methodology can help to speed up the 

development process and enable us to deliver a functional product more quickly. 

● Collaboration: Agile methodology encourages collaboration and communication among team members, 

which can lead to better outcomes and a more cohesive end product. 

● Customer Satisfaction: By prioritizing customer feedback and involvement throughout the development 

process, agile methodology can help to ensure that the end product meets customer needs and expectations. 
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A. Workflow 

 
 

 

 

1. User requests calorie measurement: The user initiates the process by submitting food items for calorie 

measurement through the system interface. 

2. Information submission: The system receives input from the user, including details of the food items to be 

measured. 

3. Calorie estimation: The system processes the submitted food items, utilizing algorithms and databases to 

estimate the calorie content of each item. 

4. Calorie output: The system provides the user with the calculated calorie information for the submitted food 

items. 

5. User feedback: The user may provide feedback on the accuracy or completeness of the calorie estimation 

process. 

6. Administrator oversight: Administrators monitor the system's performance, address any user concerns, and 

ensure the accuracy and reliability of calorie estimations. 
 

 

    Fig. 1: Level-0 Proposed DFD 
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B. Tools and Technologies 
1. Flask: Flask can be utilized as the web development framework for creating a user-friendly web interface 

where users can input food items and receive calorie estimates. Flask is lightweight and easy to use, making it 

ideal for developing small to medium-sized web applications with Python. 

2. MySQL: You can use MySQL as the database management system to store your comprehensive food database 

containing nutritional information, including calorie counts per serving for various food items. MySQL 

provides a robust and scalable solution for managing structured data efficiently. 

MySQL is an open-source relational database management system (RDBMS) that is widely used in web 

development. 

Some key features of MySQL include: 

● Support for multiple users and concurrent connections. 

● Flexible data types for storing various types of data. 

3. Python: Python will serve as the primary programming language for developing the backend logic and 

algorithms for calorie estimation. You can leverage Python's extensive ecosystem of libraries for data 

manipulation, analysis, and machine learning, making it well-suited for developing predictive models for 

calorie estimation. 

4. Matplotlib: Matplotlib can be employed for data visualization, allowing you to create interactive charts and 

graphs to display nutritional information and calorie estimates in a visually appealing manner. Matplotlib offers 

a wide range of plotting functions and customization options, making it suitable for generating informative 

visualizations. 

5. TensorFlow: TensorFlow, along with other machine learning libraries like Keras, can be used to build and 

train deep learning models for calorie estimation. These frameworks provide tools and utilities for constructing 

neural networks and optimizing model performance, allowing you to create accurate calorie estimation models 

based on various food attributes. 

6. Selenium: Selenium can be used for automated testing of your web application's user interface. You can write 

Selenium scripts to simulate user interactions with the application and verify that the calorie estimation 

functionality works as expected across different browsers and platforms. 

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

 

In the experimental phase of our food calorie estimation project, we focus on validating the accuracy and reliability of 

our system's algorithms. We compile a diverse dataset of food items with known calorie counts and conduct rigorous 

testing to compare the estimated values generated by our system against the actual counts. Additionally, we explore the 

impact of various factors such as portion size and cooking methods on the accuracy of calorie estimation. Through 

meticulous analysis and refinement of our algorithms, we aim to demonstrate the effectiveness of our system in 

providing users with accurate nutritional information, empowering them to make informed dietary choices. 
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    (a) Home Page                                        (b)Login Page 

    Fig. 3: Intro Pages  
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    (a) Output 1                                  (b) Output 2 

    Fig. 4: DashBoard 
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V. CONCLUSION  

 

In conclusion, our food calorie estimation project represents a significant advancement in the realm of dietary 

monitoring and nutrition management. By leveraging innovative technologies such as machine learning and data 

analysis, we have developed a system capable of accurately estimating the calorie content of various food items. 

Through extensive experimentation and testing, we have demonstrated the reliability and effectiveness of our 

algorithms in providing users with valuable nutritional information. Our system has the potential to revolutionize how 

individuals track their dietary intake, enabling them to make more informed choices towards achieving their health and 

wellness goals. Moving forward, further enhancements and refinements will be pursued to ensure the continued 

improvement and usability of our calorie estimation platform, ultimately contributing to the promotion of healthier 

lifestyles and improved well-being. 
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