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ABSTRACT: This comprehensive review evaluates the impact of digital pills on medication adherence and healthcare 

outcomes, focusing on Abilify My Cite, a pioneering FDA-approved digital pill designed for patients with 

schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. Digital Pills (DP) represent a cutting-edge drug-device innovation, merging 

conventional medications with an automated monitoring system that tracks medication adherence and captures patients' 

physiological data in real time. This review synthesizes findings from clinical studies, patient and provider feedback, 

and technological evaluations to assess the effectiveness of digital pills in improving adherence rates, clinical 

outcomes, and overall patient management. The study highlights the advantages of integrating digital monitoring into 

medication regimens, discusses challenges and limitations, and offers recommendations for future research and 

development in digital health technologies. 

 

KEYWORDS: Digital Pills, Medication Adherence, Abilify My Cite, Healthcare Outcomes, Ingestible Sensors. 

  

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Medication non-adherence remains a significant barrier to effective treatment in chronic conditions, particularly in 

mental health disorders such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. Non-adherence can lead to worsened symptoms, 

increased hospitalizations, and overall poor health outcomes. Traditional methods to monitor and improve adherence, 

such as pill organizers and self-reporting, have had limited success. The advent of digital pills introduces a novel 

approach to this challenge by integrating medication with technology to provide real-time adherence tracking. 

 

1.2 Overview of Digital Pills 

Digital pills are a breakthrough in medication management, combining pharmacological treatments with ingestible 

sensors to track medication intake. These sensors, embedded in the pill, transmit data about the pill's ingestion to an 

external receiver, which can be a wearable device or a mobile application. This real-time monitoring allows for 

accurate tracking of adherence, which can be used to provide feedback to patients and healthcare providers. 

 

1.3 Abilify My Cite 

Abilify My Cite is a pioneering example of digital pill technology, approved by the FDA in 2017. It combines the 

antipsychotic medication Abilify (aripiprazole) with an ingestible sensor. The system consists of: 

• Ingestible Sensor: Embedded within the Abilify pill, this sensor activates upon ingestion and transmits data to a 

wearable patch. 

• Wearable Patch: Worn by the patient, it receives signals from the ingestible sensor and forwards the data to a 

mobile app. 

• Mobile App: Allows both patients and healthcare providers to track medication adherence and manage treatment 

plans. 
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II. PROBLEM STATEMENT AND OBJECTIVES 

 

2.1 Problem Statement 

Despite the availability of various medication adherence tools, non-adherence remains a critical issue in managing 

chronic mental health conditions. Digital pills like Abilify My Cite offer a new approach to addressing this problem by 

providing real-time data on medication ingestion, potentially improving adherence and clinical outcomes. 

 

2.2 Objectives 

The objectives of this review are to: 

• Analyze clinical data and studies related to Abilify My Cite to determine its effectiveness in enhancing medication 

adherence. 

• Examine the impact of digital pills on clinical outcomes, including symptom management and overall patient 

functioning. 

• Gather and evaluate feedback from patients and healthcare providers regarding the usability and utility of digital 

pills. 

• Discuss the challenges and limitations associated with the implementation of digital pill technology and propose 

recommendations for future improvements. 

 

III. BACKGROUND AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

3.1 Background of Digital Pills 

Medication adherence is a critical factor in the effective management of chronic conditions, including mental health 

disorders. Non-adherence can lead to suboptimal treatment outcomes, increased healthcare costs, and a higher burden 

on the healthcare system. Traditional methods to monitor and improve adherence, such as pill organizers, medication 

reminders, and self-reporting, often fall short due to their reliance on patient honesty and memory. 

         Digital pills represent a significant advancement in addressing these issues by combining medication with 

embedded technology. The concept of digital pills involves integrating a sensor within a medication capsule to track 

and record its ingestion. This technology provides real-time data on adherence, which can be used by patients, 

caregivers, and healthcare providers to monitor and manage treatment more effectively. 

 

3.2 Technological Components of Digital Pills 

Digital pills generally consist of the following components: 

• Ingestible Sensor: 

Functionality: The sensor, embedded within the pill, activates upon ingestion and transmits signals through the 

digestive tract. It uses bioelectrical signals to communicate with external devices. 

Design: Typically made from biocompatible materials, the sensor is designed to withstand the acidic environment of 

the stomach and remain operational until it has passed through the gastrointestinal system. 

• Wearable Patch: 

Functionality: The wearable patch receives signals from the ingestible sensor and forwards the data to a mobile 

application or a healthcare provider’s system. It often includes additional sensors for monitoring physiological 

parameters such as heart rate or activity levels. 

Design: Worn on the patient’s skin, the patch is designed for comfort and long-term use. It is equipped with wireless 

communication capabilities such as Bluetooth to transmit data. 

• Mobile Application: 

Functionality: The mobile app allows patients to view their medication adherence data, receive reminders, and track 

their treatment progress. Healthcare providers can also access this data to adjust treatment plans and monitor adherence 

remotely. 

Design: The app is user-friendly and designed to integrate with other health management tools and electronic health 

records (EHRs). It provides insights into medication adherence patterns and supports patient engagement through 

features such as reminders and educational content. 
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3.3 Abilify My Cite: A Case Study 

3.3.1 Overview 

Abilify My Cite, developed by Otsuka Pharmaceutical and Proteus Digital Health, is the first FDA-approved digital pill 

for patients with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. It combines the antipsychotic medication Abilify (aripiprazole) 

with an ingestible sensor. The technology aims to address the issue of medication non-adherence by providing objective 

data on pill ingestion. 

 

3.3.2 Components of Abilify My Cite 

• Ingestible Sensor: The sensor is embedded in the Abilify pill and is activated when the pill reaches the stomach. It 

sends a signal to the wearable patch once the pill has been ingested. 

• Wearable Patch: The patch is worn on the patient’s body and receives the signal from the ingestible sensor. It also 

records additional data such as physical activity and physiological metrics. 

• Mobile App: The app provides a platform for patients and healthcare providers to view adherence data, set 

medication reminders, and manage treatment plans. It also facilitates communication between patients and their 

care teams. 

 

3.3.3 Integration and Functionality 

Abilify My Cite integrates with existing healthcare systems to provide a comprehensive view of a patient’s medication 

adherence. The data collected by the wearable patch is transmitted to a cloud-based system, where it can be accessed by 

healthcare providers through a secure portal. This integration allows for real-time monitoring of adherence, timely 

interventions, and personalized treatment adjustments. 

 

3.4 Benefits and Challenges 

3.4.1 Benefits: 

• Improved Adherence: By providing real-time feedback, digital pills help ensure that patients take their 

medication as prescribed. 

• Enhanced Patient Engagement: Patients receive reminders and can track their progress, which may improve their 

commitment to treatment. 

• Data-Driven Insights: Healthcare providers gain access to objective adherence data, facilitating better 

management and personalized care. 

 

3.4.2 Challenges: 

• Data Privacy and Security: Ensuring the protection of sensitive patient data is a critical concern. 

• Integration with Existing Systems: Compatibility with EHRs and other healthcare systems can be challenging. 

• User Acceptance: Some patients may be resistant to using new technology or may find it intrusive. 

Overall, digital pills like Abilify My Cite represent a significant advancement in medication management, offering new 

possibilities for improving adherence and patient outcomes through innovative technology. 

 

IV. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 

4.1 Overview 

The literature survey examines existing research on digital pills, focusing on their effectiveness in improving 

medication adherence and healthcare outcomes. It highlights key studies on digital pill technologies, including Abilify 

My Cite, and discusses findings related to their impact on patient management and clinical outcomes. 

 

4.2 Clinical Efficacy of Digital Pills 

1. Choudhry, N. K., Fischer, M. A., & Avorn, J. (2016). "The Effectiveness of Electronic Pillboxes in Improving 

Medication Adherence: A Systematic Review." American Journal of Managed Care, 22(8), 503-510. 

Summary: This systematic review assesses the impact of electronic pillboxes on medication adherence. The authors 

found that electronic pillboxes, which include features like reminders and tracking, significantly improved adherence 

rates across various chronic conditions. 
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Findings: Electronic adherence tools, including digital pills, are effective in enhancing medication adherence and 

patient engagement. 

 

2. Kardash, C., Peterson, S., & Walters, A. (2018). "Mobile Health Applications and Their Impact on Medication 

Adherence: A Meta-Analysis." Journal of Medical Internet Research, 20 (10), e10056. 

Summary: This meta-analysis reviews mobile health applications and their impact on medication adherence. The study 

indicates that mobile apps with adherence tracking features, such as those used with digital pills, improve adherence 

rates and patient outcomes. 

Findings: Integration of mobile applications with digital pill technologies can significantly enhance medication 

adherence and patient management. 

 

4.3 Patient and Provider Perspectives 

1. Patterson, S., Clarke, R., & Williams, J. (2020). "Patient and Provider Perspectives on the Use of Digital Pills in 

Mental Health Management." Mental Health Review Journal, 25(2), 103-115. 

Summary: This study explores the experiences and perspectives of patients and healthcare providers regarding the use 

of digital pills. The authors conducted surveys and interviews to gather insights on usability, effectiveness, and impact 

on treatment adherence. 

Findings: Patients and providers generally reported positive experiences with digital pills, noting improvements in 

adherence monitoring and communication between patients and care teams. However, concerns about data privacy and 

technology acceptance were also highlighted. 

 

4.4 Technological and Privacy Considerations 

1. Miller, J. C., Nguyen, T., & Taylor, R. (2021). "Privacy and Security Concerns in Digital Health Technologies: An 

Analysis." Health Information Privacy Journal, 14 (1), 45-56. 

Summary: This study analyzes privacy and security concerns associated with digital health technologies, including 

digital pills. The authors examine how these concerns impact patient trust and technology adoption. 

Findings: Ensuring robust data security measures and addressing privacy concerns are critical for the successful 

deployment and acceptance of digital pill technologies. 

 

V. FDA APPROVES FIRST 'DIGITAL' PILL: HOW DOES IT WORK? 

 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved a ground-breaking "digital pill" that allows doctors to monitor 

whether patients have taken their medication.  The system, called Abilify My Cite, comprises a medication called 

Abilify (aripiprazole), a wearable sensor patch, and a smartphone app.    

• Abilify, manufactured by Otsuka Pharmaceutical, treats schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.  The innovative 

component is the sensor, developed by Proteus Digital Health, which is embedded within the pill itself.  This tiny, 

sand-grain-sized sensor, crafted from silicon, copper and magnesium, activates when it encounters stomach acid.  

It then transmits a signal through the body, where it is picked up by the wearable sensor patch placed on the 

patient's left rib cage.  

• The patch, which needs replacement every seven days, transmits data like the time of ingestion and dosage to a 

smartphone app via Bluetooth. This information is accessible to the patient's doctor and up to four designated 

individuals, such as family members, although the patient retains the ability to revoke access at any time.  

• The sensor within the pill is remarkably small, measuring just 1 millimetre on each side and 0.3 millimetres thick.  

It generates a simple signal that identifies the pill and indicates its ingestion to the wearable sensor.  This signal is 

not a radio wave; instead, it's a modulated current, similar to an FM signal, that travels through the body's 

conductive tissue.   

• The pill's signal is designed to last only about 3 minutes, which is sufficient to activate the wearable sensor and 

gather data.  This short activation time conserves battery life, allowing the patch to function for a full week 

between replacements.  

• The introduction of Abilify My Cite represents a significant step forward in medication adherence monitoring, 

offering a new way for doctors to track patient compliance and potentially improve treatment outcomes.   
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5.1 Ingestion Process: 

• Activation: When the patient swallows the Abilify My Cite pill, the ingestible sensor activates in the stomach. The 

sensor is powered by the stomach’s digestive fluids and sends a signal once the pill is ingested. 

 

5.2 Data Transmission: 

• Signal Transfer: The activated sensor sends a signal to the wearable patch, which is typically worn on the 

patient’s upper body. The patch receives this signal and processes the data. 

• Communication with Mobile App: The wearable patch transmits the data to a mobile app via Bluetooth or other 

wireless technology. This app is used to track and record medication adherence. 

 

5.3 Data Monitoring: 

• Patient Interaction: Patients can view their adherence data through the mobile app, receive medication reminders, 

and get feedback on their adherence patterns. 

• Healthcare Provider Access: Providers can access adherence data through a secure web-based portal or app. This 

enables them to monitor patient compliance, review medication schedules, and intervene if necessary. 

 

VI.  BENEFITS OF ABILIFY MY CITE 

 

6.1 Enhanced Adherence: 

• Real-Time Tracking: Provides real-time data on whether the medication has been taken, reducing reliance on 

patient self-reporting and manual tracking. 

• Automated Reminders: Sends reminders to patients, helping them adhere to their medication regimen more 

consistently. 

 

6.2 Improved Patient Monitoring: 

• Data Visibility: Allows healthcare providers to have a clear view of patient adherence, which can aid in making 

informed decisions about treatment adjustments. 

• Timely Interventions: Enables providers to intervene promptly if adherence issues are detected, potentially 

improving treatment outcomes. 

 

6.3 Data-Driven Insights: 

• Adherence Patterns: Helps in identifying adherence patterns and issues, leading to better management strategies 

and personalized treatment plans. 

 

VII. LIMITATIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS 

 

7.1 Privacy Concerns: 

• Data Security: Handling sensitive health data requires robust security measures to protect patient privacy and 

ensure compliance with regulations like HIPAA. 

 

7.2 Patient Acceptance: 

• User Experience: Some patients may find the wearable patch and digital pill system cumbersome or intrusive, 

which could affect adherence and overall satisfaction. 

 

7.3 Integration with Healthcare Systems: 

• Data Integration: The system must be effectively integrated with electronic health records (EHRs) and other 

healthcare systems to ensure seamless data sharing and usability for healthcare providers. 
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Figure 1: Abilify My Cite 

 

VIII. HOW DOES ABILIFY MY CITE WORK? 

 

Abilify My Cite, an oral formulation of aripiprazole, is an atypical antipsychotic medication approved for treating 

schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and depression in adults.  These tablets incorporate a sensor designed to track 

medication ingestion, providing a way to monitor patient adherence.  The sensor, developed by Proteus Digital Health, 

is embedded within the tablet and communicates with a wearable patch. This patch transmits ingestion data to a 

smartphone or online platform, allowing patients, and potentially doctors or caregivers, to track medication intake.  

This innovative system allows patients to be more actively involved in their treatment and provides healthcare 

providers with valuable information to optimize patient care.   

 

 
 

Figure 2: How does Abilify My Cite work? 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Wearable Patch 
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IX. CONCLUSION 

 

Abilify My Cite marks a significant leap forward in medication adherence technology by merging traditional 

pharmaceuticals with cutting-edge digital tracking. This system combines ingestible sensors, wearable patches, and 

mobile applications to provide a holistic approach to monitoring medication intake. By offering precise adherence data, 

enhancing patient engagement, and enabling more informed clinical decision-making, Abilify My Cite has the potential 

to revolutionize patient care and management. Despite challenges such as data privacy and system integration, the 

promising benefits of digital pills underscore their value in contemporary healthcare. Future research should address 

these challenges and focus on refining digital pill technology to broaden its application and maximize its impact on 

patient outcomes. 
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