
 
 

 

         Volume 12, Issue 5, May 2024 

Impact Factor: 8.379 



 
  | DOI: 10.15680/IJIRCCE.2024.1205280 | 

IJIRCCE©2024                                                       |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                   6834 

Classification and Mitigation of Cyber Attacks 
Using Machine Learning Approach 

Pranav S1, Sundaram S2, Vignesh J3, Saktheeswari R4 

UG Student, Dept. of I.T., Sri Venkateswara College of Engineering, Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, India
1,2,3

 

Assistant Professor, Dept. of I.T., Sri Venkateswara College of Engineering, Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, India
4
 

 
ABSTRACT: Network cyberattacks are becoming a more serious threat in our hyperconnected world, affecting 

people, businesses, and governments with serious financial losses, data breaches, and operational disruptions. Effective 

defense mechanisms are desperately needed, as evidenced by the growing sophistication of attack vectors, which 

include malware, phishing, distributed denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks, and vulnerabilities in Internet of Things (IoT) 

devices like Slowloris and ARP poisoning. IoT device proliferation adds multiple points of entry for attackers and 

further complicates the security landscape. Conventional cybersecurity solutions are labor-intensive and prone to 

mistakes, and they frequently fall short. Our project employs a machine learning technique to categorize various cyber-

attacks by utilizing a carefully selected dataset of behavioral characteristics and network traffic data. The model 

recognizes complex patterns among various attack types after being trained on labeled historical attack instances. 

Consistent updates and retraining with fresh data guarantee ongoing applicability, empowering cybersecurity teams to 

quickly recognize and address threats. By strengthening digital security frameworks, enhancing proactive cyberattack 

detection and mitigation, and enhancing network and IoT resilience, this research advances cybersecurity. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Managing the intricacies of our digitally connected world, identifying and preventing cyberattacks, protecting 

confidential information, maintaining privacy, and guaranteeing the integrity of vital infrastructure become critical 

priorities. Cyberattacks are a serious threat because so much personal, financial, and organizational information is now 

available online. They target data integrity and confidentiality in a number of industries. Furthermore, attacks on vital 

infrastructure—like power grids and healthcare systems—can cause major disruptions to services that are necessary for 

public safety. 

 

Investigating the complexities of cyber-attack identification, we examine techniques like network traffic analysis and 

machine learning algorithms. Modern societies are interconnected, which increases the impact of these attacks and 

emphasizes how urgent it is to develop efficient detection and mitigation techniques. Cyberattacks also negatively 

impact consumer behavior and economic stability by undermining trust in the digital ecosystem, which goes beyond 

monetary losses and business interruptions. Data breaches and security incidents damage companies' and organizations' 

reputations, which has long-term effects on consumer trust and brand loyalty. 

 

The cybersecurity environment is further complicated by the spread of Internet of Things (IoT) devices, which 

creates new avenues for cyberattacks. IoT attacks have the potential to take advantage of weaknesses in networked 

devices, endangering the security of vital infrastructure as well as people's privacy. Our project includes a number of 

modules, such as data preprocessing, feature selection, model selection and training, model evaluation, and 

deployment, in order to address these challenges. Through the use of these modules and a comprehensive strategy that 

includes stakeholder collaboration, technological advancements, and proactive defense tactics, our goal is to strengthen 

digital defenses and lessen the risks associated with malicious activity.  

II. RELATED WORK 

 

The authors of [1] examine resampling strategies for rectifying class imbalance in educational datasets, 

emphasizing the efficacy of hybrid approaches for very unbalanced data and ROS for somewhat imbalanced data. This 

highlights how important customized resampling methods are to improving predictive model performance in learning 

environments. An adaptive ensemble learning model for intrusion detection is shown in [4], demonstrating a notable 

increase in detection accuracy over conventional techniques. The study emphasizes how important data quality and 
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ensemble learning are to improving detection performance. Moreover, [5] presents a ConvNet model for network 

intrusion detection that is based on transfer learning and shows exceptional performance in identifying both well-

known and unknown threats. This demonstrates how transfer learning can be used to overcome intrusion detection 

problems caused by data deficiencies. Furthermore, Random Forest classifier outperforms other classifiers in terms of 

accuracy and execution time in [6]'s evaluation of classification algorithms for network intrusion detection. The study 

makes the case that successful intrusion detection requires excellent algorithms. In the meantime, [7] suggests a deep 

learning strategy based on RNN-IDS, demonstrating superior intrusion detection accuracy over conventional 

techniques. This highlights how effective deep learning methods are at improving intrusion detection skills. 

Furthermore, [8] presents a unique method for intrusion detection that combines deep neural networks and spectral 

clustering, exceeding conventional models in terms of detection accuracy. This demonstrates how combining deep 

learning and clustering approaches can enhance detection skills. Furthermore, [9] offers a mutual information-based 

feature selection technique for network intrusion detection that, when paired with LSSVM, exhibits better classification 

performance. The significance of feature selection in improving intrusion detection accuracy is emphasized in the 

study. Lastly, [10] suggests an IDS model that makes use of the RF classifier and achieves a high level of efficiency in 

identifying different kinds of assaults. This demonstrates how successful ensemble learning methods are at detecting 

intrusions. Together, these studies' creative methods, reliable algorithms, and practical strategies for dealing with data 

difficulties advance the field of intrusion detection. 

III. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY 

 

The proposed method is an integrated method that begins with data gathering, moves through phases of preprocessing 

and feature extraction, and ends with training a model to detect cyberattacks. The user interface is then a web 

application that gives users access to both historical and real-time data. The system receives live data inputs, processes 

them in real-time, and produces related live outputs so users may keep an eye on cyber dangers and take fast action. By 

streamlining data flow and analysis, this integrated strategy improves cybersecurity measures and gives stakeholders 

the authority to make informed decisions. 

                                                
                                                                             Fig.1. Architecture diagram 

 

1.Data Collection: 

 

Data is collected from a dataset that includes important network parameters such as energy consumption, 

service types, traffic volumes, packet sizes, TCP flags and attack identifiers that provide a comprehensive picture of 

network behavior. These parameters are necessary for machine learning models to effectively distinguish between 

normal and malicious activity. Analyzing these features improves cyber threat detection and mitigation. 

 

2. Data Preprocessing: 

 Perform data cleaning to handle missing values, outliers, and noise. 

 Encode categorical variables into numerical format using techniques like label encoding and one-hot 

encoding. 
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 Apply data sampling techniques such as random sampling and SMOTE to manage imbalanced datasets. 

 

3. Feature Extraction: 

 Extract key attributes from network traffic data, including packet headers, flow statistics, and protocol usage 

patterns. 

 Utilize techniques like SelectKBest to automatically retain the most relevant features for attack detection. 

4. Model Selection and Training: 

 Select machine learning algorithms suitable for cyber-attack classification, such as Gaussian Naive Bayes, 

AdaBoost, XGBoost, and Random Forest Classifier. 

 Train the selected models using the preprocessed data to learn patterns and relationships within the dataset. 

5. Model Evaluation: 

 Assess the performance of trained models using metrics like accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score. 

 Visualize model performance using techniques like ROC curves and confusion matrices to gain insights into 

classification effectiveness. 

6. Deployment: 

 Integrate the trained models into a production environment for real-time monitoring of network traffic. 

 Develop a user-friendly web application using Django framework to serve as the interface for users to interact 

with the system. 

 Host the application on a production server, ensuring scalability, reliability, and security. 

 Implement mechanisms for logging and auditing model predictions to facilitate post-deployment analysis and 

continuous improvement. 

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS 

 

The model was trained using four distinct algorithms: Random Forest Classifier, AdaBoost, XGBoost, and Gaussian 

Naïve Bayes. Figure 2 summarizes these classifiers' accuracy scores. With an accuracy of 99.82%, the Random Forest 

Classifier stands out for its outstanding performance. XGBoost comes very close behind with an accuracy of 97.28%. 

AdaBoost performs moderately with an accuracy of 38%, whereas Gaussian Naïve Bayes achieves a moderate 56.96% 

accuracy. 

 

A more thorough grasp of each classifier's performance is possible thanks to its evaluation measures. The Gaussian 

Naïve Bayes Classifier's evaluation metrics are shown in Figure 3, which includes its precision, recall, and F1-score for 

each class. Comparably, Figure 4 shows the AdaBoost Classifier's assessment metrics, emphasizing its F1-score, 

precision, and recall despite its mediocre accuracy. Figure 5 further demonstrates the remarkable accuracy of the 

Random Forest Classifier by highlighting its precision, recall, and F1-score metrics, which highlight how well it can 

identify cyber threats. 

 

Figure 6 showcases the user interface (UI) page, presenting the detected type of cyber-attack along with 

corresponding mitigation measures. In this figure, ARP poisoning, one of the classified attacks in this project, is 

detected. The displayed mitigation measures include implementing strong authentication and utilizing encryption 

protocols such as SSL/TLS to secure data in transit. 
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 Fig.2.  Accuracy scores of Classifier Fig. 3. Evaluation metrics for Gaussian Naives Bayes classifier 

 

    
    Fig. 4. Evaluation metrics for AdaBoost classifier     Fig. 5. Evaluation metrics for Random Forest classifier 

     

   

Fig.6. Classification of Cyber-Attack    

V. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

 

In conclusion, the application of machine learning to cyberattack detection represents a major advancement in online 

security since it makes it possible to effectively identify and mitigate a variety of threats. Even with persistent obstacles 

like interpretability and data scarcity, continuous innovation is essential to improving machine learning techniques over 

time. The Random Forest Classifier was the most successful model among those that were looked at; it showed great 

precision, recall, and F1-score metrics along with an astounding accuracy of 99.82%. In order to protect digital 
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environments for all users and sustain proactive defense against evolving cyber threats, machine learning techniques 

must continue to progress. 
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