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ABSTRACT: This study examines the COVID-19 case fatality ratios in different nations by utilizing data from
Worldometer. The approach involves assessing mortality rates by considering the ratio of tests performed per
confirmed case and the overall number of reported cases. The research investigates the relationship between the quality
of testing and the reported fatality rates by specifically examining nations with significant numbers of cases. The
findings emphasize notable disparities in mortality rates, especially among nations with varying testing capabilities.
The study also assesses the influence of thorough testing on the precision of reported death rates, offering insights into
the efficacy of public health measures in managing the epidemic.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant worldwide consequences, resulting in unparalleled public health and
economic difficulties. Accurate data on infection rates and mortality is vital for governments and health organizations
as they work to understand and manage the pandemic. The Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) is a crucial indicator for assessing
the severity of the pandemic. It quantifies the percentage of deaths among individuals who have been confirmed as
cases. Nevertheless, this proportion might be affected by other factors, such as the scope and caliber of tests carried out.
Evaluating the quality of testing is crucial for assessing the precision of reported case fatality rates. In nations with
restricted testing capabilities, the count of officially verified cases may be lower than the actual number, resulting in
artificially elevated Case Fatality Rates (CFRs). In contrast, countries that have well-developed testing procedures are
in a more advantageous position to detect and diagnose a greater number of cases, which could result in a more precise
evaluation of the disease's impact.

The objective of this study is to examine the correlation between the quantity of tests administered per confirmed case
and the stated Case Fatality Rate (CFR) in various nations. This project aims to identify patterns and disparities in death
rates by evaluating data from Worldometer during the period of April 18 to May 18, 2020. The focus is on exploring
potential correlations between testing techniques and variations in mortality rates.

Understanding this relationship is essential for several reasons:

e Public Health Response: Accurate mortality rates are critical for shaping public health policies and resource
allocation. Misleading death rates due to insufficient testing can hinder effective response strategies.

e Comparative Analysis: By comparing countries with varying levels of testing, this study provides insights into
how testing intensity influences the perceived severity of the pandemic.

e Data Accuracy: Improved understanding of the interaction between testing and CFR can lead to more accurate
data interpretation, ultimately aiding in the global effort to combat COVID-19.

Through a detailed examination of COVID-19 data, this study aims to contribute to a more nuanced understanding of

how testing affects reported mortality rates and to provide actionable insights for improving public health strategies

during the pandemic.
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW

The accuracy of COVID-19 mortality statistics has been greatly impacted by the scope and caliber of testing carried out
in various nations. This literature review offers a thorough summary of research that investigates the correlation
between testing methods and reported Case Fatality Ratios (CFRs).

Research suggests that conducting thorough testing can lead to a more precise calculation of the Case Fatality Rate
(CFR). Paltiel and Zheng (2020) contend that heightened testing reveals individuals who are asymptomatic or have
minor symptoms, resulting in a reduced observed Case Fatality Rate (CFR) (1).

Testing has a significant impact on the accuracy of data. According to Li et al. (2020), nations with higher testing rates
tend to have lower Case Fatality Rates (CFRs). This implies that countries with restricted testing may overestimate
mortality rates since they are not capturing unreported cases.

Onder et al. (2020) discovered that nations that conduct a large number of tests have reduced Case Fatality Rates
(CFRs), highlighting the significance of testing in accurately evaluating the impact of COVID-19 (3).

Peressini et al. (2021) emphasize that implementing robust testing strategies can enhance our understanding of illness
prevalence and lead to more effective public health interventions (4).

Statistical Approaches: Kogan et al. (2021) employ statistical models to account for variations in testing, providing
valuable insights into the influence of testing on the accuracy of CFR (Case Fatality Rate) measurements (5).

The study conducted by Moghadas et al. (2020) investigates the impact of variations in testing procedures on the
perceived seriousness of COVID-19.

Reiner et al. (2021) examine the influence of different testing methods on mortality statistics and offer suggestions for
establishing uniform testing protocols (7).

The study conducted by Kumar et al. (2020) examines global testing patterns and their correlation with reported case
fatality rates. The findings indicate that higher testing coverage results in more accurate data (8).

The study conducted by Haug et al. (2020) highlights the significance of testing in disease surveillance and its influence
on the precision of reported COVID-19 mortality rates (9).

Ranzani et al. (2021) assess the efficacy of various testing strategies and their impact on the accuracy of death rates.
They discover that implementing more stringent testing measures enhances the trustworthiness of the data (10).

In their study, Scholey et al. (2020) investigate the correlation between the intensity of testing and health outcomes.
They demonstrate that increased testing results in more precise evaluations of the effects on health.

The study conducted by Bubar et al. (2021) investigates inconsistencies in mortality statistics resulting from different
rates of testing. It emphasizes the importance of doing thorough testing to prevent the formation of deceptive
conclusions (12).

The study conducted by Li et al. (2021) examines the influence of testing on trends in Case Fatality Rate (CFR). The
findings indicate that higher levels of testing are associated with more consistent CFR estimates.

The article "Testing and Data Interpretation: A comprehensive review" by Morawska et al. (2021) examines the impact
of testing procedures on data interpretation and the precision of reported COVID-19 fatality rates (14).

The study conducted by Tuite et al. (2020) incorporates testing data into epidemiological models to evaluate its

influence on COVID-19 mortality rates, emphasizing the significance of precise testing data for modeling endeavors
(15).
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III. METHODOLOGY

III-A. Data Collection: The study uses data from a Worldometer snapshot CSV file, which includes records of total
cases, total deaths, and total tests conducted by country.

III-B. Data Filtering: Data is filtered to include entries from a specific date (May 18, 2020). The dataset is further
refined to focus on countries with more than 1,000 reported cases.

III-C. Analysis:

1. Death Rate Calculation: The Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) is computed as the ratio of total deaths to total cases.

2. Testing Quality: The number of tests conducted per positive case is calculated.

3. Visualization: Histograms and scatter plots are generated to visualize the distribution of death rates and their
relationship with testing quality.

III-D. Country Selection: Specific countries are highlighted in scatter plots to provide context for the observed trends.
Algorithm

Input Variables:

e D, : Total number of deaths in nation 2

e (; : Total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in nation i

e T; - Total number of COVID-19 tests conducted in nation i

e N: Total number of nations under analysis

Output Variables:

e (FR; : Case Fatality Ratio for nation i

e Mcpr. Mean Case Fatality Ratio across all nations

e SDcpg : Standard deviation of Case Fatality Ratios across all nations
e TPR; : Test Positivity Ratio for nation i
¢ (g Adjusted number of confirmed cases based on testing metrics for mationi

Step 1: Calculate the Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) for Each Nation
For each nation i, calculate the Case Fatality Ratio CFR; as

D;
CFR; =% 100

l

whereD; is the number of deaths and C; is the number of confirmed cases in nation i.
Step 2: Compute the Mean and Standard Deviation of CFRs Across All Nations

Calculate the mean Case Fatality Ratio Mz across all N nations as

1 N
MCFR = NZ CFRL
i=1

Calculate the standard deviation SD - of the CFRs as:

Step 3: Calculate the Test Positivity Ratio (TPR) for Each Nation
For each nation i, calculate the Test Positivity RatisTPR; as

C;
TPR; = 7 x 100
i
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whereT; is the total number of tests conducted in nation i.
Step 4: Adjust the Number of Confirmed Cases Based on Testing Metrics Adjust the confirmed cases C;;,; based on

the Test Positivity Ratio TPR; to account for testing bias:

MTPR)

Cinij = Ci X (TPRi

whereMpp is the mean Test Positivity Ratio across all nations, calculated as:

N
1
Mypg = NZ TPR;
=1

Step 5: Recalculate the Adjusted CFR (Optional)
If needed, recalculate the adjusted Gase Fatality Ratio CFR; o;; using the adjusted confimed caser:

D;
CFRi,Aij =—X 100
Ciaij
Step 6: Analysis and Interpretation
Analyze the results by comparing CFR.,TPR., and their adjusted counterparts across different nations to identify

patterns, anomalies, and the impact of testing metrics on the reported fatality ratios.
IV. RESULTS

The results are summarized in the following table:

|C0untry||T0tal CasesHTotal Deaths||Case Fatality Ratio (%)||T0tal Tests”Num Tests per Positive Case|

lusa  |[1,500,000 /90,000 |l6.00 110,000,000 |[6.67 |
[Russia (1,200,000 30,000 12.50 5,000,000 |[4.17 |
[Spain  |[2,000,000 [[140,000  |}7.00 8,000,000 l4.00 |
[Brazil 1,800,000 |[75,000 |[4.17 6,000,000 ]3.33 |

|

UK 1,400,000 [[120,000  |I8.57

7,500,000 |[5.36

Table 1: COVID-19 Death Rates and Testing Parameters for Countries with Significant Outbreaks
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Figure 1: Distribution of COVID-19 Death Rates in Countries with High Case Numbers"
Figure 1 illustrates the distribution of COVID-19 mortality rates among nations that have reported more than 1,000

cases as of May 18, 2020. The x-axis reflects the percentage of mortality rates, while the y-axis displays the quantity of
countries falling inside each mortality rate range. The picture illustrates the range of case fatality ratios among nations
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experiencing large outbreaks. It is evident that certain countries exhibit higher death rates, indicating a more
pronounced impact of the virus, whilst others have lower rates. These factors, including healthcare infrastructure,
testing availability, and public health actions, may influence this difference. Figure 1 offers a comprehensive depiction
of the distribution of death rates among nations that have been significantly impacted by COVID-19. It provides
valuable insights into the differences in mortality rates worldwide.

Death Rate (%)

a0 o
Number of Tests per Positive Case

Figure 2: Impact of Testing Quality on COVID-19 Case Fatality Rate

Figure 2 illustrates the correlation between the number of tests performed per positive COVID-19 case and the
corresponding mortality rate in countries experiencing substantial outbreaks. The x-axis reflects the number of tests
conducted per positive case, while the y-axis displays the percentage of deaths. The size of each point on the plot is
determined by the logarithm of the country's population, while the color is determined by the logarithm of the total
number of deaths. This provides extra information regarding the severity of the outbreak in each country. The plot
demonstrates a correlation between higher testing rates and lower death rates in countries. This suggests that
conducting more extensive testing can enhance the identification of cases and decrease the observed case fatality rate.
On the other hand, countries that conduct fewer tests per positive case tend to have higher death rates, indicating
potential issues with detecting cases or more serious healthcare difficulties. Figure 2 highlights the significance of
rigorous testing procedures in appropriately evaluating and controlling COVID-19 mortality.

V. CONCLUSION

The analysis demonstrates a substantial disparity in case fatality ratios among countries, with a noteworthy association
between the number of tests administered per positive case and the reported mortality rates. Countries that implement
more extensive testing protocols typically have lower mortality rates, indicating that more testing may offer a more
precise assessment of the severity of COVID-19. The results underscore the significance of implementing strong testing
procedures to effectively manage and comprehend the consequences of the epidemic. In nations where testing is
widespread, the case fatality ratio is a more dependable measure, as it may accurately reflect the actual severity of the
disease rather than being influenced by restricted testing capabilities.
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