
 
 

 

         Volume 12, Issue 5, May 2024 

Impact Factor: 8.379 



 
| DOI: 10.15680/IJIRCCE.2024.1205309 | 

IJIRCCE©2024                                                       |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                   6995 

How Lockdowns Drove Mass Adoption of 
Online Platforms 

 

Hrutuj Sanjay Kadam, Sahil Sachin Bait. ,Prof.Minaxi Gurav 

Department of MCA, Finolex Academy of Management And Technology, Ratnagiri, Maharashtra, India 

 

ABSTRACT: The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered an unprecedented disruption in global education systems, 

instigating profound changes across all facets of society. Social distancing measures and movement restrictions have 

profoundly disrupted traditional educational practices, presenting significant challenges for the reopening of schools 

amidst the relaxation of restrictions. However, amidst these challenges lies an opportunity to embrace digital learning 

as a viable alternative. Many educational institutions have shifted away from traditional face-to-face teaching towards 

digital platforms in response to the pandemic. Online meeting applications like Zoom, Google Meet, and Microsoft 

Teams have become essential tools for facilitating virtual classes, offering user-friendly interfaces and robust support 

for academic workflows. This study aims to examine the critical success factors influencing the adoption and 

behavioral intention of these technologies, with a focus on their impact on online teaching and learning during the 

COVID-19 pandemic [1]. Through a comprehensive review of existing literature, this article seeks to provide insights 

into the transformative effects of the pandemic on education and outline potential pathways for future development in 

this evolving landscape. [1][2] 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The global impact of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has prompted a substantial restructuring of the 

education system worldwide, ushering in a paradigm shift. The ensuing lockdowns, enforced to curb the spread of the 

virus, have disrupted various sectors, including business and education.  

 

This unforeseen interruption has led to a significant transformation in the education landscape, affecting over 1.6 

billion children and youth globally. In response to this disruption, there has been a rapid and discernible surge in the 

adoption of online learning and teaching. 

 

Across the globe, educational digital platforms such as Google Classroom and edX have been extensively utilized to 

address educational challenges amid the pandemic. However, in many developing countries like India, inadequate 

infrastructure poses challenges to organizing virtual classrooms effectively. To overcome these limitations, students 

and teachers have turned to Virtual Meeting Applications (VMAs) such as Zoom, Google Meet, and Microsoft Teams 

for conducting online classes, assessments, and quizzes. These VMAs have gained widespread acceptance in the 

educational sector due to their diverse features, including meeting recording, virtual blackboards, screen sharing, and 

live chat rooms. 

While higher education institutions have offered online programs for several decades, the integration of online teaching 

and learning into on-campus programs has been less cohesive. However, since early 2020, educational institutions 

worldwide have rapidly transitioned online in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This shift has led to a distinction 

between emergency remote teaching, a temporary response to crisis situations, and intentional online learning, which 

involves purposeful design for online delivery. Even as the pandemic persists, fully online, blended, or hybridized 

modalities continue to be implemented based on evolving health advisories.[5] 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

The Role and Significance of Virtual Education - 

              Online education is sometimes referred to as e-learning. It is modernizing the way that education is given and 

received. After a year of the COVID-19 pandemic, e-learning has cemented its position and completely changed the 

educational landscape. The goal of electronic learning is to provide students with higher-quality curricula and improved 

organization so they can study without physically visiting school. Although e-learning has always existed in the field of 

education, the COVID-19 pandemic's start has sped up the use of digital learning platforms. Online learning solutions 
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are becoming more and more popular in schools since they provide so many benefits over more conventional 

approaches. In essence, e-learning is learning through the use of digital resources including software, mobile apps, and 

the internet. Our educational system is changing as a result of the use of digital platforms, which are gradually 

replacing traditional classroom-based instruction with technologically advanced alternatives. The epidemic has 

increased the importance of e-learning on a worldwide scale. Crises frequently encourage creativity and the 

achievement of technology's full educational potential. Education stakeholders are supporting online learning in the 

middle of the medical emergency in order to protect students and raise standards of instruction. Organizations including 

UNICEF, UNESCO, and the World Bank carried out surveys on National Education Responses to school closures in 

reaction to the COVID-19 pandemic.[4]  

 

           These polls, which were carried out in a wide range of nations, revealed that nearly every country included 

online instruction in its crisis response curriculum. In addition, 89% of the nation’s put policies into place to improve 

connectivity and online learning device accessibility. The results of these polls highlight the importance of e-learning, 

especially in the post-2020 environment. Around 700 million kids are now learning from home thanks to e-learning, 

which was made necessary by school closures, according to a World Bank report. E-learning is now so commonplace 

that it is difficult to sum it in a few words. Online learning is more convenient than conventional teaching techniques 

because it allows lessons to be accessed remotely from any location. conventional teaching methods rely on 

chalkboards. 

 

           The differences between teaching in a face-to-face classroom and online have been the subject of much 

discussion and research, but this study focuses on the advantages and useful tactics of online learning and teaching. 

Instead of drawing comparisons between the two teaching modalities, this analysis will focus on effective online 

learning implementations and offer industry best practices for creating online education. By doing this, it is hoped to 

promote continued discussion about practical approaches that can aid colleges and instructors in adjusting to online 

instruction, leading to increased success in this field.[3] 

 

           Psychologists concur that this audio-visual method of instruction works well for holding pupils' attention. It is 

abundant and adaptable to accommodate many teaching styles. Technology's importance is highlighted in the 2020 

UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report. According to the study, there is a lot of untapped potential for 

technology to help inclusive education. Everyone can access e-learning, even in the most remote locations. 

 

III. ADVANTAGES 
 

Online courses have gained popularity as a distant learning option in higher education for a variety of reasons. In 

addition to providing previously unheard-of chances for those with restricted access to education, the online 

environment has given educators a new paradigm within which dynamic courses of the greatest caliber can be created. 

Here is a list of some of the major Advantage of online programs: 

 

1. Anywhere- 

The primary benefit of asynchronous online learning is that it enables students to engage in top-notch learning 

environments even in instances when scheduling conflicts and distance make in-person instruction difficult or 

impossible. With a computer and an Internet connection, students can participate in classes from anywhere in the 

world. Additionally, the online format gives physically challenged students and teacher’s greater flexibility to 

participate in class. Finally, participants can access the Virtual Classroom through their computers rather than 

physically "going to class." 

 

2. Anytime, Any Pace - 

The Virtual Classroom is open seven days a week, twenty-four hours a day. Another advantage of the online learning 

approach is time efficiency. There is no question about performing the work; just do it at the times that are more 

convenient. Asynchronous communication through web conferencing tools allows the professional juggling work, 

family, and study schedules to engage in class discussions. Students have access to their courses around-the-clock. 

They can also access lectures, course materials, and class discussions at all times. This is especially useful for people 

who might need to go back and review a lecture or who need extra time to think things through before continuing. 

 

3. Synergy – 

The virtual format facilitates an interactive exchange of ideas and resources between students and the instructor 

Resources and ideas are shared, and ongoing synergy is produced throughout the learning process. Every student is 
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welcome to participate in class discussions and offer feedback on other students' work. One of the most essential and 

distinctive aspects of the student-centered Virtual Classroom is the synergy that exists there.  

 

 

4. Student Centered - 

In an online conversation, each student replies to questions posed by other students as well as to the course materials 

(textbooks and lectures, for instance). Typically, students address the parts of the larger discussion that most directly 

relate to their own issues. Because of these circumstances, the group has smaller conversations going on at the same 

time. Students actively participate in only those portions of the dialogue that are most pertinent to their own interests, 

even if they should read all of their peers' contributions. Students take charge of their education in this way, 

customizing class topics to suit their individual requirements. In an ideal world, each student contributes individually to 

the course and leaves with a special blend of pertinent knowledge. 

 

5. Access to Resources - 

Adding eminent guest lecturers or students from other universities to your online course is simple. Additionally, 

students of today have access to information and resources that might be found anywhere in the world. For students to 

use for research, extension, or in-depth examination of course material, an instructor can create an online resource 

section featuring connections to academic publications, organizations, and other materials pertinent to the course topic. 

 

Creative Teaching - 

 The literature of adult education supports the use of interactive learning environments as contributing to self-

direction and critical thinking. Some educators have made great strides in applying these concepts to their on 

ground teaching.  

 However, many classes still exist which are based on lectures and rote memorization of material. The nature of the 

semi-autonomous and self-directed world of the Virtual Classroom makes innovative and creative approaches to 

instruction even more important.  

 In the online environment, the facilitator and student collaborate to create a dynamic learning experience. The 

realization of a shift in technology creates the hope that those who move into the new technology will also leave 

behind bad habits as they adopt this new paradigm of teaching. 

 As educators transform their courses to take full advantage of the online format, they must reflect on their course 

objectives and teaching styles. Many of the qualities that make a successful online facilitator are also tremendously 

effective in the traditional classroom. 

 

IV. CHALLENGES FACED DURING ONLINE LEARNING 
 

Numerous challenges have been identified regarding e-learning, encompassing accessibility, affordability, flexibility, 

learning pedagogy, lifelong learning, and educational policy. Many nations grapple with unreliable Internet access and 

limited availability of digital devices, particularly affecting economically disadvantaged children who may not afford 

online learning tools. Additionally, online education heightens concerns about increased screen time for learners, 

necessitating offline activities and self-directed learning. Lack of parental guidance, particularly with working parents, 

further compounds these challenges. Practical considerations regarding conducive physical learning environments also 

present obstacles for learners. Innately motivated learners demonstrate minimal reliance on supervision and guidance, 

maintaining relatively unaffected learning trajectories. Conversely, students encountering learning difficulties comprise 

a vulnerable group.  

 

Among them, academically capable learners from economically disadvantaged backgrounds struggle to access and 

afford online learning opportunities. The academic performance of students may experience a decline in both year-end 

and internal examinations due to reduced contact hours and limited consultation opportunities with teachers when 

facing learning difficulties. Online student assessments introduce trial and error, uncertainty, and confusion among 

teachers, students, and parents. The approach to conducting online examinations varies based on educators' expertise 

and learners' compatibility.  

 

V. HOW TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES FACE IN ONLINE LEARNING 
 

 Collaboration among governments, educational institutions, and non-profit organizations can facilitate the 

provision of digital devices and reliable internet access to economically disadvantaged students. Initiatives like 

subsidized or loaned devices and community Wi-Fi networks can effectively bridge the digital divide. 
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 Alongside technology provision, efforts should focus on educating students, parents, and teachers about effectively 

utilizing digital tools for learning. Empowering learners with digital literacy programs enables them to navigate 

online platforms, access resources, and independently troubleshoot technical issues. 

 Implementing flexible scheduling and asynchronous learning opportunities caters to the diverse needs and 

circumstances of students. This flexibility empowers learners to balance online learning with other responsibilities 

and activities, thereby mitigating the strain of excessive screen time. 

 Providing resources, workshops, and support groups for parents and caregivers aids in effectively facilitating their 

children's online learning. Such initiatives offer guidance on creating conducive learning environments at home 

and managing children's screen time. 

 Educators should integrate diverse teaching methods, multimedia resources, and interactive activities to engage 

students in virtual classrooms. Additionally, personalized support and feedback through virtual office hours and 

online tutoring sessions address individual learning challenges effectively. 

 Designing online assessments to be inclusive and accessible to all students is imperative. Considerations such as 

internet connectivity, device compatibility, and accommodations for students with disabilities should be 

prioritized. 

 Diverse assessment methods, such as project-based assessments and open-book exams, help mitigate issues related 

to cheating and technical difficulties 

 Continuous training and support for teachers in online teaching strategies, technology integration, and assessment 

design are essential for ensuring high-quality online instruction. Collaboration among educators to share best 

practices and resources further enhances the effectiveness of online learning environments. 

 Collaborating with community organizations, businesses, and local governments leverages resources and expertise 

to support online learning initiatives. Such partnerships provide additional funding, mentorship programs, and 

access to supplementary educational resources for students. 

 

VI. DEMOGRAPHIC 
 

Lockdowns during COVID-19 significantly accelerated online platform adoption, but the experience wasn't uniform 

across all demographics. Here are some potentially groups: 

1. Older Adults (65+): 

Challenges: Limited digital literacy, lack of access to devices or reliable internet, potential social isolation due to 

limited online interaction skills. 

Benefits: Increased access to healthcare services through telemedicine, potential for social connection through video 

calls with family and friends, online learning opportunities for hobbies or self-improvement. 

 

2. Low-Income Families: 

Challenges: Difficulty affording devices or internet access, limited digital literacy skills within the household, 

competition for shared devices among family members. 

Benefits: Access to essential services like online education for children, opportunities for remote work for parents (if 

applicable), online resources for government assistance programs. 

 

3. Rural Communities: 

Challenges: Limited or unreliable internet access, lack of access to affordable devices, potential cultural barriers to 

online platforms. 

Benefits: Increased access to telemedicine and online education, potential for e-commerce to connect with a wider 

range of products and services, fostering a sense of community through local online forums. 

 

4. People with Disabilities: 

Challenges: Accessibility issues with online platforms, difficulty navigating online interfaces with physical limitations, 

potential lack of awareness about assistive technologies. 

Benefits: Opportunities for remote work that can be more accommodating, access to online support groups and 

resources for specific needs, potential for e-commerce to provide wider selection of adaptive equipment. 

 

VII. GOVERNMENT OR COMMUNITY INITIATIVES THAT HELPED BRIDGE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 
IN THESE COMMUNITIES 

 
             The COVID-19 lockdowns accelerated the reliance on online platforms for essential services and social 

interaction, yet this transition wasn't smooth for everyone. Low-income seniors in rural areas faced distinct challenges 
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in adopting these technologies, including limited digital literacy, lack of affordable devices and reliable internet access, 

and potential social isolation due to limited online interaction skills.[3] 

 

            Despite these obstacles, various government and community initiatives emerged to bridge the digital gap for 

this vulnerable demographic. Government programs provided subsidized devices and internet plans, alongside digital 

literacy training tailored for seniors. Community technology centers offered public access to computers and internet, 

supported by staff assistance. Additionally, volunteer training programs paired tech-savvy youth with seniors to 

facilitate knowledge exchange in a social setting. These initiatives emphasized accessibility, multilingual support, and 

user-friendly training to ensure inclusivity and effectiveness. 

 

This research aims to explore government and community efforts, highlighting successful strategies for bridging the 

digital divide among low-income rural senior populations. By understanding the challenges and opportunities presented 

by lockdown-driven tech adoption, we can pave the way for equitable access to technology and its benefits in the 

future. 

 

VIII. EXPLORE THE LONG-TERM IMPACT ADOPTION OF ONLINE PLATFORM 
 

              The COVID-19 pandemic has sparked widespread interest in the long-term impact of online behaviors adopted 

during lockdowns. There are strong indications that these behaviors, including remote work, virtual socializing, e-

commerce, and online learning, will endure beyond the pandemic, becoming integral parts of daily life for many 

individuals. Many companies are expected to continue embracing remote work even after the pandemic wanes. 

Employers have come to appreciate the benefits of flexibility, cost savings, and access to a broader talent pool. 

Employees, too, have grown accustomed to the convenience and improved work-life balance offered by remote work 

arrangements. Although in-person gatherings are likely to resume, virtual socializing is anticipated to remain a 

significant aspect of social interaction. Virtual meetings, events, and gatherings have become normalized during the 

pandemic, offering convenience and accessibility regardless of geographical barriers.[5][2]  

 

                      The surge in online shopping and digital service consumption is poised to persist post-lockdown. 

Consumers have become more comfortable with online transactions, appreciating the convenience of home delivery 

and digital services. Businesses are expected to maintain or expand their online presence to meet this growing demand. 

Educational institutions are likely to continue integrating online learning into their offerings, even as traditional 

classroom settings return. Hybrid learning models, blending in-person instruction with online components, provide 

flexibility and cater to diverse learning preference 
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                Online platforms are prioritizing enhancements to user experiences, focusing on personalization, interactivity, 

and convenience. Investments in technologies like augmented reality (AR), virtual reality (VR), and artificial 

intelligence (AI) aim to create more immersive and engaging online experiences. Many businesses are adopting hybrid 

models that combine physical and digital experiences. For example, brick-and-mortar retailers are integrating online 

ordering, curbside pickup, and contactless payment options to offer customers greater flexibility and convenience. 

Online platforms are diversifying their services to meet a broader range of consumer needs. For instance, food delivery 

platforms are partnering with grocery stores and pharmacies to offer a wider range of products and services beyond 

restaurant delivery. Online platforms are increasingly focused on fostering connections and building communities 

among users. Social media platforms, in particular, are evolving to offer more interactive and collaborative features to 

engage users and strengthen online communities. 

 

           The   COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the adoption of online behaviors and reshaped various aspects of life. 

While some behaviors may revert to pre-pandemic norms, many are expected to endure, influencing the future of work, 

commerce, and social interaction in a post-lockdown world. 

 

IX. CONCLUSION 
 

              In conclusion, the COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the adoption of online platforms across various sectors, 

ushering in a new era of remote work, virtual communication, e-commerce, and online learning. While challenges such 

as digital literacy and unequal access to technology remain, government and community initiatives are working to 

bridge the digital divide. Looking ahead, online platforms are poised to play an even more prominent role, shaping the 

future of work, education, commerce, and social interaction with enhanced user experiences and diversified services. 
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