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ABSTRACT: Even though a major investor, Warren Buffett, once said, “When others are greedy, be fearful. When 
others are fearful, be greedy,” signaling the importance of psychology in making trading-related decisions, 
psychological analysis extends to all types of trading, even systematic trading, and trading based on an algorithm. 
Herewith, all traders, including algorithmic and systematic traders, trade “people,” i.e., themselves, so they are all 
prone to emotional and cognitive biases. Such factors as fear and greed, primary human instinctual attitudes, play an 
enormous role in affecting trading outcomes due to disrupting the decision-making layer as a result. Thus, fear 
provokes hesitation and an investor’s unwillingness to take risks, hence leading to missed opportunities while greed 
initiates unreasonable actions and a lack of focus on the end long-term goal to achieve results in the current step. 
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I. OBJECTIVES 
 

A. To look into how fear and want affect trading choices. 
B. To check out how feelings and thinking mistakes play a role in computers and set rule trading. 
C. To see how mind study applies to all trading kinds, even those by robots. 
D. To look into how fear and want change how traders make choices. 
E. To learn about how basic human feelings impact trading results and plans. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. What is algorithmic trading ? 
The concept of making transactions using computer programs and algorithms is known as algorithmic trading. Unlike 
traditional trading techniques wherein decisions are made by individuals on the basis of market conditions, this method 
relies on rules and mathematical models for determining the timing and execution of trades. . The rapidity with which 
data can be processed by speed algorithmic trading systems enables them to complete deals within seconds. According 
to certain criteria, a system should be classified as ‘trading’ 
1. Automated: Trades executed without intervention from software programs that run automatically. 
2. Data-Driven: The system uses data sets and uses stats and math ways to check market states. 
3. Rule-Based: Set rules and methods are used for trading choices. These can be as easy as average moves or as 

detailed as learning models from data. 
4. High-Frequency: Algorithms can execute thousands of trades per second and are designed to take advantage of 

small price differences. 
5. Scalable:You should have the ability to adjust the system’s capability to process many transactions depending on 

current market conditions and trading strategies 
6. Backtestable:Before algorithms are used for live trade execution, it is important that they be tested against 

historical data sets so as to establish their performance levels under different circumstances. 
7. Objective:-The decision making process when it comes to trading should not be influenced by emotions but rather 

based on unbiased standards meant to address human biases. 
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B. Trading vs Algorithmic trading 
 

PARAMETERS  TRADING ALGORITHMIC TRADING 

Decision Making Trading decisions are made by human traders 
based on analysis of market conditions, 
economic indicators, and other factors.  

Trading decisions are made by computer 
algorithms based on predefined rules and 
mathematical models. 

Execution  Trades are manually executed by placing 
orders through brokers or trading platforms.  

Trades are automated and executed by 
algorithms without human intervention. 

Speed Execution speed depends on the reaction time 
of the trader, which can vary based on 
individual skill and experience. 

Algorithms can execute trades at high speeds, 
processing vast amounts of data in fractions of 
a second. 

Flexibility Traders have the flexibility to adapt their 
strategies based on changing market 
conditions. 

Algorithms follow pre-set rules and may lack 
flexibility to adapt to unforeseen market 
conditions without human intervention. 

Subjectivity  Decisions may be influenced by human 
emotions, biases, and subjective interpretations 
of market information.  

Decisions are based on objective criteria 
without emotional influence, aiming to reduce 
human biases. 

 
C. How does Algorithmic Trading work?   
 

                        
 
 
1. Research and select a suitable algorithmic trading strategy. 
2. Design the algorithm with specific rules and parameters. 
3. Code the algorithm using a programming language. 
4. Implement the algorithm on a trading platform or brokerage account. 
5. Test and optimize the algorithm's performance with historical data. 
6. Deploy the algorithm in live trading and monitor its performance. 
7. Apply robust risk management strategies to protect capital. 
8. Evaluate the algorithm's performance and make adjustments as needed. 
  
D. How Trading Algorithms are Designed?  
the steps for building an algorithm for algorithmic trading: 
1. Define Trading Strategy: Do a thorough study on the market conditions and precisely specify when to buy or sell 
(entry and exit criteria). 
2. Select Programming Language and Platform: The algorithm should be coded using appropriate programming 
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language such as Python or R, and also the system on which it will be run has to be selected. 
3. Code the Algorithm: Put down in writing what you have been thinking about how this thing works so far (the trading 
strategy); then write some more to cover everything else too! You need logical statements that can generate signals for 
buying or selling stocks; among other things like risk control measures must also be included. 
4. Backtesting: After coding your algorithm, test its efficiency by letting it process historical market data (backtesting). 
5. Optimization: After completing step four go back through each part looking at ways they could be improved until 
eventually reaching maximum return with minimum risk from our experiments on different sets of parameters. 
6. Risk Management: Use risk management techniques to protect against potential losses. This may include setting 
stop-loss orders and position sizing. 
7. Paper Trading: Before taking the algorithm into live trading, validate its performance through paper trading or 
simulation in a fictitious trading environment. 
8. Live Deployment: Put the algorithm to use in live trading using real capital then closely monitor how it performs. 
9. Monitoring and Adjustment: Keep an eye on how well the algorithm does during live trading and make necessary 
adjustments that would yield better results. 
10. Continuous Evaluation: The algorithm’s performance should be evaluated continuously over time so that it can be 
adapted to changing market conditions through iterative improvements. 
 
Types Algorithmic trading strategies:- 
1. Mean Reversion: Their fundamental approach assumes that the asset price will return to its fundamental value and it 
seeks to buy when the price is low and sell when price is high.  
2. Momentum Trading: Builds a strategy on continuity of existing trends through purchase of assets which have 
displayed an upward turn in their price and selling of assets with a downturn in price. 
 3. Arbitrage: Takes advantage of a price discrepancy of the same product in two markets or in two forms, with a view 
to earning riskless profits by means of buying in one market-form and selling in another.  
4. Statistical Arbitrage: Uses statistical and econometric tools for the benefits of searching for and trading on short-term 
anomalies in price between related instruments.  
5. Market Making: Includes quoting bid and ask prices in the markets, continuously offering liquidation services for 
profits embedded in the bid-ask spread. 
 

 
        
1. Indian market 
 
Automated trading or algorithmic trading has been an emerging trend in India where investment banks and some 
trading houses are implementing IT systems to facilitate immediate trades on the basis of specified instructions. Based 
on the data, over 40 percent of the trading flow of financial markets in India consists of algorithmic trading. This 
increased proportion indicates development in the use of technology and more complex trading strategies among 
institutional investors and trading professionals. 
 
The remaining percentage of trading volume for a stock originates from other types of trading, namely discretionary 
trading carried out by other trading investors including retail and institutional traders, mutual funds, as well as other 

http://www.ijircce.com/


International Journal of Innovative Research in Computer and Communication Engineering 

                                 | e-ISSN: 2320-9801, p-ISSN: 2320-9798| www.ijircce.com | |Impact Factor: 8.379 | A Monthly Peer Reviewed & Referred Journal | 

    || Volume 12, Issue 6, June 2024 || 

     | DOI: 10.15680/IJIRCCE.2023.1206049 | 

 

IJIRCCE©2024                                                          | An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal |                                                      8719 

   

 

large trading investors. These traders often employ the use of manual decision making, basic knowledge of the assets 
prices, and stock charting on their action on the trading arena. 
 
The use of algorithms to facilitate trading has been propelled by factors such as technology development, speed and 
efficiency, difficulty of tactics to execute and complex trade strategies. However, with the integration of advanced 
technologies and trading markets, automated trading will be more common in the near future and this will reshape the 
trading platform of India. 
 

      
 
 
2. U.S market 
Today, the use of algorithms in trading is at its peak in the US and for good reason as it constitutes roughly 70% of total 
trading. This high percentage put into perspective the extensive use of trading algorithms by institutional investors and 
hedge funds, high-frequency trading firms. These systems utilize intensive computation in algorithms, analytical 
capacity, and very quick processing to enhance trade results and gain from stock markets. 
 
The remaining 30% of trading volume is classified as trading accomplished through conventional methods – 
discretionary trading from individuals and mutual funds other traders that use a set of trading indicators to make their 
trades based on a set of fundamental and technical analysis. 
 
Algorithmic trading is prevalent in the United States due to the application of advanced technology, efficiency, and 
accuracy of the trade, and the capability of handling complicated trading strategies that cannot be handled manually. 
There is a belief that a significant share of the trading operations will still be performed through algorithmic trading 
techniques in the future as the result of the growing role of technologies and changes that occur in the market 
environment of the United States of America and worldwide in general. 
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3. Global Market  
In the global financial markets, trading robots have gained a lot of popularity; today, they comprise about 75% of total 
trades. This large share is a clear testimony to the increasing use of automated trading strategies among institutional 
traders, hedge funds, proprietary trading firms and other major traders and investors in the financial markets. 
Algorithmic trading involves the use of algorithms, data and hardware technologies, and faster execution systems to 
carry out trades, make the most of each opportunity in the securities market, and manage risks in the process. 
 
The rest of 25% consist of other sources like the conventional trading from the retail level by small traders, mutual 
funds, and some minor institutional buyers. However, fundamental trading existing in the market system remains an 
indispensable component in the contemporary system of financial trading with algorithmic products catering for 
various trading techniques and personalities. 
 
In particular, the primary study of algorithmic trading presents further dependence on technology and automation in the 
financial sphere and their potential role in progressing advancements in fluidity and productivity in the markets. With 
progression of technology as well as with changes in the market scenario it was anticipated that algorithmic trading 
would experience growth in its future and it will continue to creatively work for the globalized financial markets. 
 
Why is Algorithmic trading getting popular in the current scenario ? 
 
Algo trading involves the use of large amounts of computerized technology and mathematical models to make 
decisions. This strategy is therefore more efficient than the traditional market research as it is impartial and more 
factual. 
Traditional trading strategy, on the other hand, is more qualitative and qualitative analysis is applied when making a 
decision, and therefore personal impression of signals given by the market could affect a trader’s decision. 
 

 
 

II. BENEFITS OF ALGORITHMIC TRADING 
 

Algorithmic trading is gaining popularity in the current scenario for several reasons:Algorithmic trading is gaining 
popularity in the current scenario for several reasons: 
 
Speed and Efficiency: Algorithm trading can be defined as the ability to conduct high speeds of trading whereby 
parties use automated systems to process large volumes of data in an attempt to make trades expeditiously. These 
features provide a market advantage in form of rapid response to traders’ opportunities and market positions thus 
enhancing the efficiency and profitability. 
 
Data Analysis and Insights: It is possible to establish sophisticated formulae which would effectively enter reasonable 
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data samples and provide useful info on achievable market structures, behaviors and signals. As a result, several 
algorithmic trading systems using different quantitative analytical tools, technologies of the machine learning, and 
artificial intelligence tools can identify the trading opportunities, discover or predict the future trend of the market and 
optimize the trading strategies more efficiently compare to the conventional approaches. 
 
Risk Management: AM essentially entails the use of advanced and sophisticated trading machines which employ 
efficient means to manage risks hence minimizing the losses that may occur in the market. This is true with risk 
management to specific parameters, use of stop loss order and also automatic position sizing to reduce the hidden risks 
and emotions influences. 
 
Liquidity Provision: High-frequency trading, often associated with algo-trading, augments market liquidity through an 
active stream of bid and offer. This increase in liquidity independence augments market efficiency, decreases bid-ask 
spread and makes price discovery quicker thus being advantageous to all stakeholders. 
 
Diversification and Portfolio Management: It also means that algorithmic trading is capable of diversifying across 
the various markets, asset classes and trading approaches. With the application of portfolio management systems, 
investors can diversify risks, choose assets in the most effective way, and possibly gain coherent results during a long 
term. 
 
Cost Reduction: Electronic trading platforms involve the direct use of buying and selling through programmable 
trading algorithms which eliminates the need for a vast human input in the process hence cutting trading costs. This 
could in turn entail tremendous benefits especially in the areas of transaction costs, brokerage charges and overhead 
costs particularly with high-frequency trading firms and institutions. 
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III. THE IMPACT OF FEAR AND GREED ON ALGORITHMIC TRADING: STRATEGIES FOR 
MANAGING EMOTIONS 

 

That human emotions play a key role in algorithmic trading despite it being formally characterized as an automated and 
rational process is the distinctive proposition of The Heart of Business. This inherent propensity of the human psyche is 
known as the emotional effect or classical charting trading adage with quotes by Warren Buffett was “be greedy when 
others are fearful and fearful when others are greedy”. 
 
Therefore, while the implementation of algorithmic trading has been viewed as being devoid of any irrationality, the 
reverse is the truth; weaknesses such as fear and greed find their way to the trading strategies to bring about disastrous 
consequences. Even skilled and reliable traders who consistently find gains with algorithmic or systematic trading can 
make more decisions which are suboptimal and can lead to losses influenced by the corresponding cognitive and 
emotional biases. 
 
Indeed, the fountain of knowledge from Buffett is based on understanding that the psychology of fear and greed runs 
through the Americans’ behavior and gets reflected in the financial markets. Emotions also play their parts because fear 
makes people sell their securities at any sort of a sell signal while greed makes others begin buying securities during 
any sort of buy signal. In any case, when it comes to algorithm trading, where all the processes are carried out by 
program code based on certain predefined criterias, it is crucial to know how emotions of traders can affect algorithms.. 
 
How Emotions Affect Performance  
Each algorithm does not act based on emotions; however, it is developed, controlled, and updated by the human traders 
who easily bring cognitive and emotional distortions. Due to a psychological phenomenon that appears such as 
confirmation bias, traders get overconfident in placing trade orders, and they fail to see much-needed details. Hasty 
decisions are particularly conspicuous in situations where traders allow emotions such as fear or greed to determine 
their decisions and actions.  
 
Algorithmic trading strategies that are dealt with by the traders involve designing and implementing the trading plans 
which can cause the traders to react in different ways such as fear , greed and overconfidence which may freeze their 
ability to make the right decisions. Perhaps, it will be useful to look into an example of a potential scenario that can 
illustrate more clearly.  
 
Suppose a trader is applying computerized trading rules and is engaging in trading based on technical signals. It has 
mostly been delivering its promise of good profits, and the trader recorded his gains on the system over several months. 
Since the trader involved here is an active market participant, one day the market will turn ugly in the sense that the 
trader is forced to trade with anxiety and or fear.  
 
In this emotional status, the trader feels compelled to make irrational decisions that go against the algorithm laid down 
by the program, particularly instances where the trader is forced to sell off assets to cover additional losses. This action 
results in highly ineffective solutions and can weaken the effectiveness of the algorithm. If markets decline over the 
coming days and weeks, it serves to confirm a traders developing confirmation bias and will encourage the trader to sell 
of even more assets which the trader believes are now correctly priced lower in anticipation to even—lower value. This 
will only worsen the existing losses that have been incurred in this project.  
 
Both fear and greed top up traders’ mental depiction in different ways though they possess unique effects on trading. 
The fear of loss is such a potent motivator that it can make traders make rather irrational choices ignoring all the 
fundamental rationalities otherwise followed in Algorithmic trading. On the other hand greed takes them into affirmed 
positions for longer time than necessary thus they end up registering high losses later on.  
 
Self-ef­ficiency, on the other hand, reduces the effects of con­cern, hence a trader who feels con­fident tends to 
continue holding stocks in his portfolio even when the market con­tracts technical signs of selling. This behavior can 
cause the trading algorithm to miss the possible means of improving its revenue and may also decrease its performance. 
 
For instance, a trader being greedy may develop the weakness of anchoring to particular trades even as they reduce in 
value with the aim of booking the biggest possible profit. This can result to huge loss in case the general trend of the 
market switches or when a trader does not quit the position as expected. 
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Real-World Examples of Fear and Greed in Action 
Realizing the stories of past years demonstrates how severe panic and greed of people lead to the creation of various 
financial crises that become disastrous. For example, to discuss such a plan let us look at the events which began in 
March 2023 when a California based Silicon Valley Bank started a campaign for gathering $1. The total figure for 
working capital amounts approximately to US 75 billion. This raised speculations that the bank might be experiencing 
some financial problems and this brought lots of apprehension from Investors. Fuelled by tweets on twitter and what 
apps the news created a rush of requests for withdrawals leading to the banking stock plunging from 60% before 
stabilizing on 7th of march. Shortly thereafter, Californian authorities stepped in to take over and ultimately seized the 
bank in mid-wilk. This episode shows how irrational fear affects the decisions and deepens the consequences for 
companies making the wrong moves that result in market instability and negative impacts. 
 
On the other hand, greed exemplifies the negative influence on creating the market conditions through the dot-com 
bubble of 199 0s. During this time, investors had an insatiable demand for internet companies where irrational 
exuberance had completely obscured metrics that were essential for business, including profitability and sustaining 
ability. This unbridled ambition was compounded by reckless risk taking, which saw shareholders push up stock prices 
to dangerous levels. However, as soon as reality set in, the first bubble ‘pops’ in the early half of the year 2000 which 
led to further slide of the market. The bubble burst associated with the emergence of dot-com companies is the vivid 
example of the inseparable link between greed and the subsequent negative consequences for the market, which is why 
it is crucial to restore the element of reason in market decision-making. 
 
Cognitive Biases in Algorithmic Trading 
Apart from such basic feelings as fear, greed, anger and love, which remain a part of human nature, traders are also at 
the risk of cognitive biases that predispose them to specific ways of thinking. Such biases are derived from displaced 
tendencies and faulty patterns of behavior or the typical market disposition and mental predispositions. Among the 
plethora of cognitive biases observed in trading, several recurrent ones stand out:Among the plethora of cognitive 
biases observed in trading, several recurrent ones stand out: 
 
Confirmation bias for example is evident when traders fan information searches in a way that would support their 
beliefs or indeed hypothesis. In algorithmic trading especially, this bias can take root in baseless over reliance on prior 
data or back-testing outcomes either for market conditions that lack objectivity in the present. 
 
The herding bias, in contrast, stems when traders follow the herd, bringing into operation their own thoughts instead of 
making an individual assessment on the flow of events. In algorithmic trading this bias may manifest in the 
DOMINGUEZ preg js use of some of the indicators or strategies that are very popular but ineffective when the market 
conditions change. 
 
Another cognitive trap that traders tend to fall into is known as the availability bias, whereby decisions are based purely 
on the fact that information is available and recent rather than whether it is complete or even accurate. Trading based on 
a more recent event or news can be misleading because traders tend to give more weight to such an event while 
overlooking other important but not easily identifiable information. 
 
On its part, anchoring bias makes traders have a reference point in terms of price or value levels, base their assessments 
on such a level, and become reluctant to deviate from this mental reference point. Traders may become ‘locked-in’ with 
respect to landmarks from earlier conditions; hence, the movement of markets today may be interpreted as something 
that is diseased with what was observed yesterday or in prior days concerning landmarks of support/resistance. 
 
These cognitive biases point to the need for developing adequate level of self-education and intensive analysis at the 
trading process. The manipulation of cognitive biases reduces the trader’s personal bias and limitations inherent to 
subjectivity, which, in the end, improves overall trader performance and stability in the face of market volatility. 
 

IV. FINDINGS 
 
Role of Psychology in Trading Decisions: Despite the fact that algorithmic trading is deemed to be rational, and fully 
automated, many of its aspects are clearly explained by such psychological phenomena as fear and greed. 
 
Impact of Fear and Greed: Fear may hinder, and make people avoid opportunities and risks which are necessary for 
their business experience, whereas greed may lead to reckless decision-making and distraction from long term 
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objectives. 
 
Prevalence of Cognitive Biases: Automated algorithm used by traders are also affected by certain trader characteristics 
including confirmatory bias, herd bias, availability bias and reference point bias. 
 
Real-World Examples: Consequently, owing to the impact of such focus factors as fear and greed, which caused events 
like the panic sell-off at Silicon Valley Bank, and the dot-com bubble, history has often displayed vulnerability to such 
shifts and investor conduct. 
 
Role of Manual Strategies: Automated trading strategies miss the ability of manual trading strategies to manage fear, as 
the latter involve the awareness of emotions, timely updating, flexibility, and an actual human decision-making process. 
 

V. SUGGESTIONS 
 
A. Emotional Intelligence Training: Theory and practice should involve specialized training to people operating as 
traders especially in high frequency trading firms to reduce the effect of these negative emotions like fear and greed. 
 
B. Risk Management Protocols: Strengthen risk control measures incorporated in algorithmic trading platforms to 
check and reduce the impact of ‘‘fear effects’’ and limit huge losses. 
 
C. Continuous Monitoring and Evaluation: This means that, the trading algorithms should be monitored and challenged 
constantly, specifically to contain elements of cognitive biases or any form of influence from emotions. 
 
D. Diversification of Trading Strategies: On Using Fear and Greed in Trading Success: The major strategies to be 
adopted include: Devise a hybrid system that includes elements of automation as well as direct human intervention in 
handling orders. 
 
E. Education on Cognitive Biases: Help traders by increasing their awareness of the biases which they may possess, 
and which are able to influence trading decisions in a negative manner. 
 

VI. CONCLUSION 
 
Algo-trading is efficient and fast but not entirely except from the effects of emotional response as well as psychological 
outlook of the investors. Specifically, fear, and greed are known to strongly influence the occurrence of trading 
operations by dictating the times when it should occur, the decisions made during the operation, and the market 
stability. Nonetheless, wise tactics, more specifically, using extra skillful and psychological thinking, constant exercise 
of the feeling skills and strong protection measures enable the trader to level with the detrimental influence of fear and 
greed affecting the algorithm trading. One should have to analyze through, review, and train on the cognitive biases 
constantly so as to enhance performance and stability when operating in volatile markets. 
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